EXCURSION   TO    CANDELAY

attacked our noble friend, and in a few days carried
him off.

The collector of Trincomalee soon satisfied the
Admiral that an expedition to Candelay Lake, as the
ancient tank of the natives was called, could not be
undertaken quite so speedily. Boats and horses indeed
were all ready, and tents could easily be procured; but
it was likewise necessary to prepare provisions, to pack
up clothes, and to send forward a set of native pioneers
to clear the way through brushwood otherwise impene-
trable. The Admiral was in such ecstasies at the
prospect of an adventure which was to cost some
trouble, that he allowed nobody rest till everything had
been put in train. Early in the morning of the next
day but one, we accordingly set out in several of the
flag-ship's boats, accompanied by a mosquito fleet of
native canoes to pilot and assist us. Lady Hood,
whom no difficulties could daunt, accompanied Sir
Samuel; the captain of his ship, and his flag-lieutenant,
with the collector as pilot, and one or two others, made
up the party; and our excursion, though nearly destitute
of adventures vulgarly so called, proved one of the
most interesting possible.

The early part of our course lay over the smooth and
beautiful harbour of Trincomalee, after which we passed
through a series of coves, forming what is called the
lake of Tamblegam,1 a connecting bay or arm of the
sea, though far out of sight of the main ocean We
soon lost ourselves amid innumerable little islands clad
thickly in the richest mantles of tropical foliage down
to the water's edge, and at many places even into the
water; so that, as not a stone or the least bit of ground
could be seen, these fairy islets appeared actually to
float on the surface. This kind of scenery was not

1 [The aftual name of the lake is Tampakkamam. It is famous for
the "window-pane oyfter" placuna placenta, so named from the use
formerly made of its flat, translucent shells.]
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